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1 29.01 — 01.04.2012

VERMEIR & 
HEIREMANS 
THE RESIDENCE 
(A WAGER FOR 

THE AFTERLIFE) 
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OPENING NIGHT 
28.01.2012 18.00-21.00
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E X H I B I T I O N ?*"&*("+B+C*("*&!)%E X H I B I T I O N ?*"&*("+B+C*("*&!)%

Photography: Kristien Daem
Text: Lucy Chen 

   Summer of 2009. After 

!"#$%#"&'%#$'()*+,-#."'#"'/(01,"23'
4,'5("'0(-*0"$'-.'6%#",7'8('$(-$'*9'
4,'5("':-*)#.',")'$-,0-$',';*$#"($$'
-%,-'(1;.)#($'%#$'<*"),1("-,='
,0-#$-#+'#)(,$',")';(=#(<$7'><-(0'
%#$'?.*0"(2'-.'-%('5($-3'4,'5("'
!")$'%#1$(=<'#"','1*+%@+%,"&()'
("A#0."1("-7'8#$'$-0,#&%-<.0B,0)'
B,2'.<').#"&'-%#"&$3'%#$'-,=("-'<.0'
$(=<@90.1.-#."',")'%(,)$-0."&'
("(0&2'0(&,0)=($$'.<'+0#-#+#$1'
9.$#-#."'%#1'=#A(=2',&,#"$-'-%('
1.".=#-%#+'+."$(0A,-#$1'.<'-%('$-,-(@
0*"')($#&"'%.*$($7'C.-'2(-'D*#-(',$'
90($-#&#.*$',$'-%('#"-(0",-#.",='!01$3'
%#$'$-*)#.'#$'#"'-*"('B#-%'-%('6%#"($('
$9(()3'B%#+%')(1,")$','E*$-@).@#-'
,990.,+%',")',)'%.+'$-0,-(&27

F*+2'6%("G'4,'5("3',-'-%('1.1("-'
2.*'=#A(',")'B.0H'#"'I#,1("3';*-'
2.*'B(0(';.0"'#"'8(","3'#"'-%('

C.0-%'.<'6%#",7'>")'#<'12'1(1.02'
$(0A($'1('0#&%-3'<0.1'JKKJ'-#=='JKKL'
2.*'=#A()'#"'/(01,"2'B%(0('2.*'
$-*)#()',0-',-'-%('M#"('>0-$'>+,)(12'
#"'4*"#+%7'N%,-'B,$'(A("';(<.0('
O(#E#"&'&,A('-%('&.@$#&"'<.0'#-$'
,;0.,)'9.=#+2'#"'JKKP7'8.B')#)'-%,-'
(Q-(")()'$-,2'#"'R*0.9(',<<(+-'2.*S'
5,$'#-'#19.0-,"-'#"'2.*0')(+#$#."'-.'
;(+.1(',"',0+%#-(+-S
4,'5("G Lucy, I have to say I don’t 
really consider myself an architect. I 
am a person who does different things. 
I don’t want to be in a position that 
!"#$%&$%"'()*(+",-!."/"'&0"1-("+!2("
reasoning goes for what you’ve named 
my ‘Journey to the West’. Of course 
%."-!'"!"3($.!%*"%*45(*3(6"75."2&$("
important for what I do, seems to be 
my awareness that the China I left 
when I moved to Germany and the 
country I returned to after my German 
training are two different countries. 
And even more important is my ability 
to respond to this new situation. Upon 
returning I came back to a China that 
in a way had been remodeled into a 
capitalist nation. That process had 
already started when I left, but the 
speed with which ‘the new way’ had 
installed itself during my absence... 
Incredible! Maybe that’s why being 
here I feel a bit schizophrenic... I have 
this double sensibility. It was like 
returning to a country I had not seen 
before. So many things had changed. 

F6G'O2'-%('B,23')#)'2.*'B.0H'."'
$.1(-%#"&'$9(+#!+'#"'O0*$$(=$S'T.*'
-.=)'1('."'-%('9%."('-%,-'2.*'B(0('
)($#&"#"&','%.*$('<.0'$.1('0#+%'
#"A($-.07
45G'We did lots of things, but the 
main thing was the work on a new 
niche product. Actually the whole 
thing’s a test case. What I learned in 
Germany is the need to maintain a 
strong focus in order to reach a goal. 
What’s more,  
I have become rather adroit in shifting 
between reality and imagination. If you 
concentrate only on the limits of reality, 
you may be able to realize a project, 
but it simply won’t be that interesting. 
Your imagination can prevent you from 
simply implementing your ideas. Only 
by going beyond physical boundaries 
you can produce something new and 
interesting.

F6G':.*")$'90(--2'$*00(,=7'5%,-'
<.01').($'#-'-,H('-%("S
45G'/.".!8(+".-("9&$2"&9"!"):26"75.",("
'%'"*&."('%.".-("):20"1-(*",("'(;(:&#('"

an algorithm, a set of rules that precisely 
'()*(+"!"+(<5(*3("&9"&#($!.%&*+0"=%*3("
it was inspired on computerized trading 
&#($!.%&*+"%*".-(",&$:'"&9"-%>-")*!*3(6"
we wanted our algorithm to be fed by 
$(!:".%2(")*!*3%!:"*(,+0"?&$".-!.",("
choose the currency market. We had 
.&")>5$("&5."!",!@".&"'()*(".%38"+%A("
!*'"35$$(*3@"(<5%;!:(*.+"9&$".-(";%'(&"
images. That was a very tricky process, 
but in the end we pulled it of. The news 
feed made the algorithm into a kind of 
continuous present that contextualizes 
the footage. Applying it to the footage 
generated an edit that would renew itself 
(;($@".%2("@&5",&5:'",!.3-".-("):20"
B3.5!::@"@&5"3&5:'"*(;($",!.3-".-("):2"
twice, since every time the algorithm 
would generate a new combination of 
images. It would be like a continuous 
edit.

F6G'M,;*=.*$7'8.B'B.*=)'2.*'
)(!"('-%('90.E(+-S''U'$*99.$('N%('
V($#)("+('#$'".-'1(,"-'-.';(';*#=-7
45G It’s a representation of our 
client’s way of living. The client’s 

!"#$"%#&'&("%#"$)*+,&The Residence (a wager for the afterlife) 2012, courtesy the artists. Photo Kristien Daem.

Not only places, but also the people. 
I could feel the change in the people. 
I remember saying to myself “Where 
have all the communists gone...”

F6G'4.)(0"3'*0;,"3',<W*("-3'
#"-(0",-#.",=777'UXA('0(,)'-%,-'-%('
$*++($$<*=',0-#$-'#$'$*090#$#"&=2'!-'
,$','0.=('1.)(='<.0'-%('"(B'6%#",7'
N%('90.<($$#."'#$'(A("'#"'-%('-.9'YK'
.<'90(<(00()'90.<($$#."$3',$'$(=(+-()'
;2'1#))=('+=,$$'9,0("-$'<.0'-%(#0'
+%#=)0("7'8.B')#)'#-';(&#"'<.0'2.*S'
5,$'#-',')(=#;(0,-('+%.#+('.0777
45G You see, I’ve had this ‘bastard’ 
training. I studied architecture in 
China. My training as an artist I got in 
the West, and what I absorbed during 
those years is based on a western social 
condition. This probably gave me an 
edge in China when I returned. As you 
know, we have this old saying here: 
“The blossom inside the wall is usually 
appreciated from the outside.” Ever 
since the Open Door Policy, whatever 
3&2(+"9$&2"!7$&!'"-!+"7((*"<5%.("
%*45(*.%!:0"/C2"*&."+5$("-&,":&*>".-%+"
will still be the case, and of course 
we are all aware of the situation in 
China, which does not exactly allow 
you to produce without restraints. A 
+%*>:("+#!$8"3&5:'"+.!$."!"#$!%$%(")$(6"
+&".-("#!.-"%+"+.%::")::('",%.-"&7+.!3:(+6"
not mentioning self-censorship. You 
yourself are probably familiar with all 
of that.

!+Y!#*"
X$"+pC*
!Xp*">(X*

3*>*T"(p8+"*E$"p*"+>t38+3C*)+&**p%+
pC*+&!)+T*C()V+&!+Y*)+%ptV($

individual worth is measured by the 
rise and fall of the stock market. By 
associating himself with the project 
the client can at one and the same 
time be a stock market speculator and 
#!.$&*"&9".-("!$.+0"?&$".-("3:%(*."!$."
functions as an index, suggestive of 
his urge to explore the unknown, of 
innovative energy and the guts needed 
to be part of an esoteric, privileged 
and elite sphere. This aura can be 
attributed to the inexplicable ability to 
conjure money out of nothing, which 
exists both in economy and art. The 
Residence will be a monument to his 
+(*+("&9"$()*(2(*.0

Shanghai, April 2011.

The previous text is an extract of the complete 
interview, available as prepublication on www.
in-residence.be. A physical copy is available 
in the exhibition The Residence (a wager 
for the afterlife) at Argos as well as during 
The Residence (reading room) at Extra City 
Kunsthal Antwerpen.
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CALENDAR

 
ARGOS CENTRE FOR ART AND MEDIA
WED — SUN 11.00-18.00 
WERFSTRAAT 13 RUE DU CHANTIER
B-1000 BRUSSELS

EXHIBITIONS 
?@5A@95+B+C@95@A4:D+k+
p<@+"@D9I@:O@+_4+P4;@5+S65+K<@+4SK@579S@b+
29.01 – 01.04.2012
OPENING NIGHT 28.01.2012 18.00-21.00 

34:K@A=D+l+3<695DW+K<@+%=Q79A@+4:I+
K<@+*f@;@D9D+6S+T@9:;
29.01 – 01.04.2012
OPENING NIGHT 28.01.2012 18.00-21.00  

BLACK BOX 
%P@@K+E56K@DK4K96:D+l+
E@5S65A9:;+"@479KN+(:+E=Q79O+%F4O@
29.01 – 01.04.2012
OPENING NIGHT 28.01.2012 18.00-21.00 

 
EXTRA MUROS
p<@+"@D9I@:O@+_5@4I9:;+566Ab
02.02.2012 – 01.04.2012 
EXTRA CITY KUNSTHAL ANTWERPEN
TULPSTRAAT 79
B-2060 ANTWERP

X@DK9M47+?4:+V@+?@5P4559:;+1-21+l+%4F@5@+!=I@
21.03 – 31.03.2012 
BEURSSCHOUWBURG
A. ORTSTRAAT 20-28 RUE A. ORTS
B–1000 BRUSSELS


